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I have found a young woman In the neighbour-
hood after my own heart7 whom 1 Intend 10
espouse and bring home in a very few days. Let
it be your care, then, to do honour to my nuptials,
and to respect her as your sovereign lady; so
that I may be satisfied with the performance
of your promise, even as you are with that of
mine." The people all declared
pleased and promised to regard her in all tilings
as their mistress. Afterwards they made prepara-
tions lor a most noble feast, and the like did the
prince; inviting all his relations^ and the great
lords in ail parts and provinces about Mm: lie
had also most rich and costly robes made, shaped
by a person that seemed to be of the same size
with his intended spouse; and provided a girdle*
rings and fine coronet,, with everything requisite
for a bride. And when the day appointed was
comCj about the third hour he mounted his horse,
attended by all his friends and vassals; and hav-
ing everything in readiness, he said* "My lords
and gentlemen, it is now time to go for my new
spouse.51 So on they rode to the village, and
when he was come near the father's hoasc5 he
saw her carrying some water from the welly in
great haste, to go afterwards with some of her
acquaintance to see the new marchioness; when
he called her by name, which was Grisdda,
inquired where her father was. She modestly re-
plied, "My gracious lord* he Is In the house/9